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CENTRAL INTELLIGEMNCE AGENCY Fe33

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable James R. Schlesinger
The Sccretary of Defense

SUBJECT: Discussion of the Current South
Viectnarmese Military and Political
Situation with President Thieu

1. Attached is & memorandum for the record concerning a
meeting held on 2 April 1975 between President Nguyen Van Thieu
and Mr, Theodore G, Shackley, Chief of East Agia Division, and
Mr. . Thormas Polear. Chial of Station. Vietnam. Following a
discussion oi the current situation in South Viernanl sud Iianoi’s
probable options, Thieu outlined his plans for reorganization of
the South Vietnamese Armed Forces, indicating that he planned
to upgrade existing main force units by puttinz Regional Force
personnel into already existing Army formations and to regroup
the forces that had retreated from Military Regions 1 and 2. On
the subject of political dynamics, Thieu indicated that he had bcen
presented with several proposals for reorganization of the Govern-
ment, and said he was pursuing at this time Prime Minister Tran
Thien Khiem's option of trying to make the Government more effi-
cient and broader based, although this effort was not moving very
rapidly. If Khiern is unsuccessful, Thieu said he is willing to
accept a new Prime Minister who could show him he could organize
a Government of comnpetent, anti-communist personalities with
political support.

[ryronTes nra AL V"/

S | e

25X1

(

Execative Registry 25x1
-2 APR 1975
y 25X1
_— \
25X1

Approved For Relegse 2008{¥2/0] : CIA-RDP§0MO0[1066A001100080013-0

25X1




25X1

Approved FogRelease 2004/ - CIA-RDP80‘II01065A001100080013-0

Z. A copy of the attached memorandum has been provided
Secretary Kissinger.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS:

Attachment:
s Stated

cc: General George 5. Drown, USAT
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

The Honorable Philip C. Habib
Apsistant Secretary {or East Asian
anag bPaciric Atrfaars

ORIG:C/VNO 5216/1011 (2 April 1975)
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SU3JECT:  MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU ON 2 APRIL 1975
1, INTRODUCTION
UN 1 APRIL 1975 MR. POLGAR WAS CONTAGTED BY
GENERAL QUANG, ‘THE NA’TIDNAL SECURITY ADVISER TO PRESIDUNT

THIEU, WITH THE RE GL;EST THAT MESSRS. SHACKLEY AND POLGAR

PROVIDE PREZSIDENT THIEU A BRIEFING ON THE CURRENT
| MILITARY SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM, GENERAL QUANG

|  BTATED THAT THe 2 APRIL MEETING WOULD ALSO GIVE PRESIDENT
TMIZU AN OPPORTUNITY TO TALK WITH MR, SHACKLEY, AS
PRESIDENY THIEU KNEW FROM GENERAL GQUANG'S DAILY BRIGFIMNG
THAT MR, SHACKLEY! WAS IN SOUTH VIETNAM AS PART OF GENERAL
WETAND > TASK FURCE. WITH AMBASSADOR MARTIN'S CON CURRENCE
THE BRIEING WAS ARRANGED FOR NOON, 2 APRIL . |

2. DISCUSSICN |

Av A MESSAGE FROM MR, COLBY, THE DCI,» TO PRESIDENT. ..

TH {E U, |

. AT THE OPENING OF THE MEETING MR, SHAGKLEY TOLD
PRESIDENT THIEU THAT PRIGR TO HIS DEPARTURE FROM
WASHINGTON, MR, COLBY HAD ASKED THAT HIS BEST WISHES
BE EXTENDED T0 PRESIDENT THIEU, IN ADDITION, MR. %uAcxisv
STRESSED THAT MR, GCOLBY WANTED To RE&TERATE T0 FRESIDENT

25X1 THI=zU THE DESIRE OF CIA YO COOPERATE FULLY WITH THE GVN
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CPRESIDENT 0F SOUTH VIETMNAM WITH MORE
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IN AN INTELLIGENCE EXCHANGE ON HANQGI'S PLANS, INTENTIOHS
AND CAPABILITIES IN ORDER THAT THE UNITED .STATES ARND THE
GVN MIGHT 30TH WURK FROM THE SAME DATA BASE IN TERMS 0OF

AT ING Pe

a1
(o]
A
X

1"1

neE Ol\lj‘OF WH AT HANCT MIGHT 293 1IN THE

FUTUR=, MR, SHACKLEY THEN EXPRESSED PLEASURE AT THE

COPPORTUNITY 70 TALK WITH PRESIDENT THIEU ABQUT INTEL.LIGENCE“

RELATED MATTERS, PRESIDENT THEIU ASKED IN THIS CONTEXT
THAT HIS BEST WISHES BE CONVEYED TO MR, COLBY WITH THE
COMMENT THL\TTHHT AND P PRI MG MINISTER KHIEM WERE MOST
APPRECIATIVE OF THE PAST COOPERATION WHIGH HAD TAKEN
PLACE BETWEEN CIA AND THE GYN INTELLIGEMGE COMMUNITY.
PRESIDENT THIEU THEN WENT ON TA SAY THAT THE EFenoT
WHIGH I-L’\D'\,BEEN PUT INTO DEVELOPING A GVN INTELLIGENCE
CDMMUNYITY DURI NG MRJS}4,ACK1_Ej\1/fg ',’SERVICE IN SOUTH VISTNAM
WAG BEING CONTINUED BY MR, POLGAR AND HIS ASSUCIATES
WITH THE NET RES.ULT THAT THE GVUN INTELLIGENCE SERVICES
HAD IMPROVED OVER THE YEARS AND WERE NOW PROVIDING THE

I

AND BETTER INTELL IGENCE
By, MNORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES AND THE IR CURR{NQT
DEPLOYMENT,

MR, POLGAR THEN TOUK OYER THE BRIEFING AND

ADVISED PRESIDENT THIEU THAT INFORMATION WAS NOW AVAILASLEG

AYCH INDICATED THAT THE 312 TH DIVISION HAD STARTED

-
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MOV ING SOUTHWARD ON 32 MARCH AMD HAS NOW FZLITVED T

BE IN THE THO SON AREA O0F NORTH VIETNAM, THE J38TH

DIVISICON HAD STARTED MOVING SOUTHWARD IM NGRTH VIETNAM

ON 13 FEHRUARY AND WAS MOW IN
MO 1, WHILE THE 3263 DIVISION
ELEMENTS O0F THIS DIVISION HAD

HUE AREA AS 0F 341 MARCH 19?5«

SA TG THAT ELEMENTS 0F THE -?rw“ IR DEF NS

i

We e NOW APPEAKING IN THE TAY

THE GENZRAL AREA OF XON
HaD ALSO MOVED SoUTH AND
BEZN CONFIRMED IN THE

IN ADDITION: MR, POLGAR

e

VISION

Fit

D

NINH AREA,  ALL OF THIS

INFORMATION ON THE MOVEMENT 0F NORTH VIETNAMESE DIVISIONS

I NURTH VIcTNAM AND T0 SQUTH
INTELL IGENCE FOR PRESIDRENT TH

NOTE OF THIS DATA ON HIS NOTE

REVIEWED FOR PRESIDENT THIEY TH: CURRENT

NMVA DIVISIONAL ENTITIES IN

VIcTHNAM SEzMeEd 70 BE NEW
TEU, AND HE TOOK ARPPROPRIATE
AL, MR-, POLGAR THEN

DISPOSTITION OF

SCUTH VIETNAM. THIS COVER

THE 17 UNITS THAT WERE DRPLOYED IN SOUTH VIETHAM AS 07

2 OARRLL 1975, PRe&SIDENT THIEU ALSU TODK NOTES ON THESE

UNITS AND COMPARTD MR, PCLGAR
WO RKSHEET
AS PREPARZD 8Y THE JGS Jw-2,

¢, HAMUDYS INTZNTIONS,

m«T WAS ON HIS RDESK, WHICH CARRIED 08

'3 INFORMATION WITH A

S'r’\l‘v”I)'-’

MR. SHACKLzY DISCUSSED THE TOPIC OF HANDL 'S

INTENT TONS WITH PRESIDENT THIEL AND MADE THE POINT THAT

3
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b LB HARD INTELLIGENCE WAS LACKING, THERE DI APPRAR
Y0 0% TWO OPTIONS WHICH HaNCT MAY NOW BE CONSIDERING.
THEGE OPTIONS KEHE DISCUSSED AL FOLLOWSS

(1% EXPLOIT FULLY THE TACTICAL ADVANYAGE AND
BOMENT UM WMHICH HANCT HAS OBYAINED DN THE BATTLEFIELD
IN DRDER TO INFL,IQT ACFINAL AND TOTAL MILI‘!‘f-.RY DEFEAT
OR TRE GYN AS PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE.

(2)  EXPLOIT THE CURRENT FLULD SYTUATION ON
P PATTLEFLELD IN ORDER v 0 CORSOL IDATE EXISTING
fv}.i".lf‘\'S Wi ILE STMULTANEDUSLY ALSO ATTEMPTING TO TAKE
FYAY WINH CITY AND MAKE YWROADS IN THE DELTA. 1T
MAG SV RESSED THAT UNDER THIS OFTION MW THE VERY REAR
FUTURE OR AS SGUN AS THE CONSOLIDATION TAKES PLACE
{WHETHER OR N[jT TAY HNINH CITY 1S CAPTURED) HANOI
COULD DEMAND NEGOTIATIONS IN AN ATTEMPT YO OBTAIN
A ."”DLITICALE.VIC"F{‘)RY»OVEH SOUTH VIETNAM, 1F
NEGDTI AT TONS SHO \UL, D LEAD TO A SOLUTION ACCEPTABLE
§0 HANOI, WE HOULD ANTICIPATE THAT THERE HOULD BE
L OCEASEFIRE AND A COALITION GOVERNMENT AS ENVISIONED
BY THE COMMUNISTS. POTHE GV DID NOY AGREER TO A
POLITICAL SOLUTION WHICH WAS ACCEPTABLE T0 HANOI,

THEN 1T WAS ANTICIPATED THAT HANOI WOULD GO BACK

1N
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ON THE OFFENSIVE IN ORDER TO IMPOSE A TOTAL MILITARY

YIGTURY ON SOUTH VIETHNAM IN EITHER 19795 OR 1976,

{N THE CONTLXT OF THE PARLGRAPH 2~C REMARKS,

MR. POLGAR STATED THAT ONE REGINENT 0k THE 5TH

DIVISION HAD RECENTLY BEEN DETECTED MOVING INTO
MR =4, THUS THE IMMEDIATE NVA PRESSURE ON TAY NIN
MIGHE BE LESSENED, ALTHCUGH AT THE EXPZNSE OF THE
NOHTHERN DELTA,

PRESIDENT THIEU STATED THAT HE HAD NO QUARREL WI
DEFINT JON OF THESE OPTIONS, AND HE BULIEVED THAT
WERE CURRENTLY UNDER CONSIDERATION BY HANDI, AT
maaoraMe UL LY PREQSED THE VT EN THAT PERHAPS HA

WAS MORE INCLINED TOWARD OBTAINING A POLITICAL R

THAN A MILITARY VICTORY, THE PRESIDENT THEN WEN

g . — I S et s or oy o AR () e
(NTD THE 0SLTA COULD PzfLECl A DESiRZ 3V ANGT T
i

| 1 ﬁ
DOWN EXISTING GVN FORCES IN MRw%, 17 WAS PRESID
. i

VIEW THAT IF TrHE 3RD DIVISION MOVED INTQ THE DEL

H

TH CUR

BOTH

THE

Nl

N

ENT O THIEZUTS

T

A

)
'

A

m

WOULD HAVE TO REGARD THISAS A CONFIRMATION OF HANOL®S

INTENTIONS TO USE A FOUR DIVISIONAML FORCE TO INMMOBILIZE

5
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QUTLINE HIS ORINION THAT A MOVEMENT CF THE S5TH DIVISION
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THREE ARVN DIVISIONS IN THE DELTA, 15 THE NVA MOVED TO
v1E DOWN GVN FORCES 1IN THE DELTA: PRESIDENT THIEU E¥PECTED

THAT THEY WOULD AL SO MOVE SOME QOF THEIR FORCES S 0UTHWARD

FROM MR~2 IN ORDER TO INGREASE THEIR SUPERTORITY 1IN MR-

AT THAT POINT HANOL WOULD TRY TGO PUT MILITARY PRESSURE

0N SAIGUN AS A PRELUDE T0 OPENING A DISCUSSION ON THk

i

ON HANOI'S TERMSE, UNDER SUCH A S CENMVHD U

ey

T

yRic oF F’ﬁACE
:”?ESTDENT1THIEU FELT THAT HE WOULD HAVE 10

1 RESPOND T0

. i
¢ CALL FOR PEACE NEGOTIATIONS RECAUSE HE WAS ON RECORD

M !
JEING IN FAVOR 0F PEACE .‘ AT THE SAME TIME, PRESIDENT

THIED EXPECTED THAT HANGT kD ULD NEGOTTATE WITH SAICY B

1
(R

Wi WU

U DzR THE TALK/FIGHT CONCEPT AND THERE WOULD ¢

CEASEF IRE DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS. IN VIEW OF THIS,

w)

ES

—

pRESTDENT THIEY STATED THAT HIS MOST P ING PROBLEM

HAS ONE OF REQRGANIZING THE ARYN FORCE STRUCT URE.

ANS CF QR THE REOAIAN]IATION DF ARV,

IRt

PRESIDENT THIEY MOVED FROM A DISCUSSION OF ITHM
I

5. ¢ TO SAY THAT HE WAS AWARE DF TYHE FACT THAT SINCL ko

nAflS PEACE ACCORDS HAD REEN SIGNED THE BALARCE OF FORdiEs

IN SOUTH VIETNAM HAD SHIFTED IN HANDI'S FAVOR. RASED

6
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ON THIS CONCLUSION, HANOI HAD LAUNCHED A MAIN FORCE WAR
AND THE RESULTS OF THAT ACTIVITY WERE NOW KNOWN IN THAT
THE GYN HAD LOST MR~1 AND ALSO WAS UNDER SEVERE PRESSURE
(N THE REMINING PORTIONS OF MR=2, PRESIDENT THIEU STATED
HAT HE WAS DRAWING THE APPROPRIATE CONCLUSIONS FROM THIG
TURN UF EVENTS. THE PRESIDAENT THEN WENT ON T0 SAY THAT
ME REGARDED PREVIOUS GYN CONCEPTS RELATIVE T0 THE RF/PF
AND PEOPLES SELF-DEFENSE FORCES S BEING 0BSOLETE, BASED
ON THIS CONCLUSION, PI?ESII!)E‘;'N’I‘ THIEY FLANNED T0 UPGRADE
ExiSTst ARYN UNITS BY PUTTING RF PERSONNEL INTO ALREADY

ORGANTZED ARYN FORMATIONS, ADDITIONALLY, THE PRESTIDENT

. - e e w e LT e pans - o~ N s - 2y o [ ~ ol
WAS GIVING PRIURITY ATTENVION TO NIGROUPING THE FORCES

THAT HAD RETREAVED FRUM MRS=1 AMBD 2. 1T WAS THg PRESTIDEZATIS

EXPRESSED HOPE THAT HE COULD REGROUP THESE MEN QUICKLY

INTO DIVISION~STZE FORMATIONS, PRESIDENT THIEU POINTED

SUT, HUWEYER, TWAT ACCOIRDING 7O THE U3 ML COULD ONLY
EXBECT TO DEVELOP ONE DIVISION PER MONTH CUT 0F THE

CHROES THAT WERE BEING REGROUPED. IN VIEW OF THIS, PRESIDENT

THIEU MADE THE POINT THAT HIS MOST PRESSING NEED WAS FOR

CWIME, 1.8., TIME 70 REBUILD HIS FORCE STRUCTURE,

7
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MR . SHACHKLEY NUTED AT THAT JUNCTURE THAT THE FUTURE GVN

FORCE STRUCTURE WAS AN;lISSUE THAT GENERAL WEYAND WAS
LOGCKING FORWARD TO DISCU dSING WY TH PRE-SIDE%NT THIEU, TH:
PRESIDENT PICKED UP THE S GNAL IN THIS COMMENT AND STATED
THAT HE WOULD ELABORATE HIS VIEWS ON THIS MATTER IN THE
DISCUSSIONS WITH GENERAL WEYAND AND AMBASSADOR MARTIN,
CE, POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN 50U lrl VOTE TN AM

PRESIDENT THIEU STATED THAT HE WANTED TO TAKE"
THE DPPORTUNITY OF BEING AELE TO TALK WITH MESSRS. PULGAR
AND SHACKLEY To QUTLINE TO THEM S0ME OF THE PROBLEMS
Lt WME WAS CURRENTLY FACING IN THZ POLITICAL ARENAS THE
PRESIDENT STATED THAT HE THCUGHT THAT 1T WAS ITHPORTANT

THAT AMER] CAN INTELLIGENCE: OFF ICERS UNDIRSTAND HIS VIEW

6 THE SITUATION AND» WITHOUT PAUSING FURTHER, THE PRESIDEMNT

LAUNCAED INTO WHAT HME PERCIEVED TO BE THE CURRENT

I
{

o,
POL

n

e ter e e AT e Limmd TN M N c e
L OPRESSURZS (HAT WERDZ WORKING oM HIM, THLS

T e
I

‘}—

PART OF THE CONVERSATICN WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE GRAPHIC
DRAWING OF DIAGRAMS ON A PIECE OF PAPER AND THE ORGANT-
JATIUN OF HIS FPRESENTATION INTO THREE PARTS, THESE

BARTS CAN BE DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
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(1) MNODERATE POLITICIANS. PRESIDENT THIEU
STATED THAT A MONTH OR SO AGO HE HAD BEEN APPROACHED
BY THAN QUOT BUU, BUI DIEM, DAN VAN SUNG AND TRAN
VAN DO WITH THE PROPUSAL THAT YHE GYN BE REORCANTZED
IN ORDER THAT THERE GOULD BE BOTH GREATER GOVERNYEHNT AL
BEFICIENCY A4S WELL A4S A BRUADENING GF THE POLIT[CAL
BASE ACCORDING TO PRESIDENT THIEU THESE GENTLEME N
HAD TOLD HIM i ;\E'TMEY SERE RECOMMEND NG THIS
HEORGANTZATION IN ORDER TO MAKE THE GOVECNMENT MORE
EFFLCIENT, IN ESSENCE, THEY CLATMED TO WANT T0
PURSUE THE CURRENT POLICIES OF THE GYN BUT ONLY vOg-
CEFLCLENILY. A5 A RESULT, PRESIDENT THIEU HAD TOLD
THEM TO QUTLINE THEIR PROPOSALS ON PAPER AND HE WOULD
STUDY THEIR VIEWS, PARALLEL T0 THIS OVERTURE,
PRESIUENT ypey HAD NOTED THAT GENER AL KYs FATHER
TrANH: VARTOUS 3UDDN (575 A NTOA NUMET G 0r 1 auvERs

WERE GETTING TOGETHER 70 5UGGS

%)
—

THAT THE GOVERNMENT
BE REORGANIZED ON THE BASIS THA'i’_ PRESIDENT THIEY
WOULL REMAIN AS CHIEF O0F STATE BUT THZ ACTUAL POWERS

07 GOVERNMENT WOULD BE TURNED OVER T0 A PRIME M]N]STER
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LIRS GENERAL KY. UNDER THI3 AGREEMENT, THE SPONSORS
07 THIS PROPOSAL WOULD HAVE DE FACTO POWER TRANSFERRED

0 THEM IN A LEGAL WAY AND THEY WOULD THEN ATTEMPT

T0 MakE THE GOVERNMENT FUNCTION HMORE BFFECTIVELY
W ILE ATTEMPTING TO REACH SOME POLITICAL LUTTON
WITH HANGT.  PRESIDENT THIEU STATED THAT HE HAS NOT
BYWP AT Mz TIC T0 THIS PROPOS AL BECAUSE HiE COULD Mo T
ENVISION THAT A GOVERNMENT HEADED BY GUNERAL KY OR
ANMYDME ELSE IN THIS GROUP oF PoL ITICIANS WOULD BE
AN ACCERTABLE NEGOTIATING PAHTNER 70 HANCI,

{20 SENATOR TRAN VAN LAM. P PRESIDENT THIEU THEY
WENT UN TO SAY THAT HE HAD BESEN COUNTACTLED 1N THE
PAST WESK AND AGAIN ON 1 APRIL BY SENATE
TRAN VAN LAM, WHO WAS PROPOSING THAT MY BECOME DITWER
ATCTRUING T8 PRISUZEINT THISY . SENATO2 P AM ZNYISTaANID
THAT TF Mz WERE THE HEAD OF THE GOVERNMENT HE WOULD

B 4BLE TO NEGUTIATE AN ACCOMMODAT ION W'ty HANOI

GR A CUALITION GOVERNMENT INCLUDTMNG NATIQONAL LIOE! TATIIN

10

Approv se 2004/12/01 : CIA-RDPTOMM 066A001100080013-0

25X1
25X1



25X1

25X1

SCCRETS
Approved ForRelease 2004I|‘_I 2/01 C!A-RDPSO M010654.001100080013-0

FRONT ELEMENTS, PRESIDENT THIEU STATED THAT HE

FOUND THIS PROPUSAL TU BE UNREALISTIC FOR THERE WAS
MO EVvIDENCE THAT HANOD WOULD NEGUTIATE WITH SENATOR
LAMe  IN ADDITLION, HE CGULD NOT COMeBIVE 0F HANDI
WANTING AN ACCOMMODATION WHEN THEY HAD THE UPPER
HAND ON THE BATTLEFIELD,

(3) REOGRGANIZATION oF THE COVERNMENT BY

PRIME MINISTER KHIEM, PRESIDENT YHIEU STATED

dm

THAT THE THIRD POLIGTICNL FORCT IN UTTgN A7 THTSE TINMS

WAS REPRESEZNTED BY PRIME MINISTER KHIEN'S EFFORTS

T0 REQRGANTIZEE THE COVERNMENT IN ORDEZR TO MARKE IT

MORZ EFFIGTENT AND BROAUER HASED,.,  THIS EFFQRT WAS
NOT MOVING RAPIPDLY PER PRESIDENT THIEU BLCAUSE

PRIME MINISTER KMIEM WAS HAVING DIFFICULTY IN GETTING
ANYBQDY TO AGREE TO SERVE IN THE GOVERMMENT WHO WAS

COMPETENT, AN ANTI~COMMUNISYT AND HAD ANY KIND OF A

POLITICAL FOLLOWING, THIS WAS DUE IN FART BECAUSE

THESE PEOPLE WANTED RPORTFoLIOS 0F HIGHER STATURE IN
OTHER GUVEZRMNMENTS THAT THEY THOUGHT MIGHT BE FORMED,

[,F,, BY SENATOR LAM OH GENERAL KY, PRESIDENT THIEU

11
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NUTED THAT PRIME MINISTER KHIEM WAS ALS) HAVING |
PROGLEMS IN FINDING PECOPLE WHO WOULD AGIEE 70 SERVE
IN A NATIONAL ADVISOR COUNCIL WHICH MOULD SUPPORT
KHTEMES NEW GOVERNM!
AFTER OUTLINING THE ANOVE OPTIONS, PRESIDENT THIZU STATED
THAT FOR THE MOMENT HE WAS PREPARED TU 2UASUE GPTION

(3) ar, IF KHIEH COULD NOT FORM A GOVERNMENT, HE HAS
WILLING TO ACCERT A MEW PRIME HMINISTER w0 COULD SHOW HIN
THAT O ME COULD OHGANTEZ A GUVERNMENT OF TOMPETEMT, ANTI -
COMMUNIST PERSONALITIES WITH POLITICAL SUPRGAT, IN

THIS CONTEXT, MR, SHACKLEY STATED THAT UF THE PRESIDENT
wink GEVEAMINED V0 PURSUE THE 0°TI0w IWAERENT I THE
FETABLISHMENT 0F A NEW GOVERNMENT VIA PAIMZ MINISTE
KHziM, HE SHOULD DO SO PROMPTLY. PRESINENT THIEU
ACKNONLEDGED THAT THERE WAS A NEED FOR HOVING RAPIDLY
THE CONVERSATION THEN SHIFTED INTO A BRIEF REMARK OR THO

ON HORALR, AND THE PRESIDENT ACKNOULEDGID THAT HME

im
:":
o

TE ANDRESS WIMSELY TO THE HMORALE [suus IN A PROMPT MANNER,
. COMMENTS,
MRe SHACKLEY HAL NOT SEEN PRESIDENT THIRU SINCE

MJBUST 1973, THEREFORE TUEHE WAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO NRAW

PERW

SOME CONTRASTS, IN A PAYSICAL SENSE, PUES IDENT THIZU

12
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HAD NoT CHANGED IN ANY NOTICEABLE WAY EXCEPT THAT HE HA

ACOUTRED A LITTLE MORE GRAY HAIR,., IN TERMS OF ATTITUDES

FRESINDENT THIZY WAS GUiTe

PREVIOUS MEETINGS WHICH MR, SHACHLTIY HAD

CREIL. ~1a meoe@oonooosoon-o

SUSOUED TN CONTRAST WITH

HAD HITH HIM,

PRESIDENT THIEU WAS ALERT, HUWEVER, AND SZEMED T0 HAVE

A GO0OD GRASP-0F THE BASIC FACTORS CONFA

TWE RAUTH VIZTMAMESS P02 AT ION, N THe

AE APPEARED TO US LESS REALISTIC (4 ESTIMATING THE TiM:

FACTOR AVAILABLE FOR HIS TYPE 07 SnLUTIORN

DIRFICULTY ARTICULATING S0ME OF HU;5 THOU

ITING HIM AND

o e IS
07T HdAND,

[s AND HAD §0M:z

IGATS, AT TIME

MG GEEMED T0 BE ALMOST CHOKED U2 WITH Ex0T10N A3 HE

DianUsSEu NATIUMAL PROSBLEMD, Ly rigs ALYy
MEETIMG THAT THE PRESIDENT WANTED Jo USE
TO ConVEY 70 MESSRS, SHACKLEY AND pPolzAH

AMARENMESS OF CURRENT FOLITICAL

GlLicAl 1N THID

THIS CONVERSA

HIS OWnN

CROGSCURARENTS IN SOUTH

VIETNAM, HE DID THIS IN A STRAIGHT-FORWARD, LOW KEY

MANNER. WE COULD NDT FAULT NIS ANALYSIS

SITUATION BUT WE DID SENSE A CERTAIN REIMOTENESS AND LACK

0F THE DOMES

OF +i1s PREVIOUS AURA OF COMMANDING CONFIDEMNCE. IT WAD

GUITE EVIDENT THAT ME WANTED HIS VIEKS ON THE

TNTERNAL

POLTTICAL SITUATION PASSED 70 HEY POGLICY MHAK E?Q IN

THE UNITED STATES GOYERNMENT 50 THAY THEY would UNDERSTA

WAS GOIMG OGN I HIE DG

13
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